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O nce again, we turn 
to Torah to guide us 
on our journey. There 
is indeed, as the 
book of Ecclesiastes 

reminds us, a “season set for 
everything.” We welcome you to 
the 16th season of learning at the 
Stulman Center.

We are delighted to offer new and 
exciting courses and programs, 
outstanding scholars, and many 
opportunities to increase your 
Jewish learning and have fun 
doing it. For example, enroll 
in “Repairing the World,” a 
wonderful new class taught by 
outstanding educators and funded 
by the Hoffberger Foundation 
for Torah Study, a supporting 
foundation of THE ASSOCIATED: 
Jewish Community Federation of 
Baltimore.

Each of the eight sessions will 
be taught by an outstanding 
educator. Visiting teachers 
will include Rabbi Jill Jacobs, 
Executive Director of Rabbis for 
Human Rights of North America. 

And this is but one of the many 
offerings beginning this fall. As 
Ecclesiastes reminds us, “There 
is a time for silence and a time for 
speaking.” Take advantage of this 
time. Become a member of our 
wonderful learning community.

With best wishes for a year 
of good health and happiness, 
enriched with Jewish learning,

Judy Meltzer

Director

Stulman Center for Adult Learning

Dear Friends, 

“The sun rises, and the sun sets – 
And glides back to where it rises.”

Ecclesiastes 1:5
Photograph by Carolyn C. Meltzer, M.D.
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Monday
Jewish History in Context: 
From Canon to Tradition
Dr. Moshe Shualy

Mondays, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

No Fee
An intensive examination of classic 
formative issues: How did the 
synagogue come to be? How was 
the Torah canonized? What major 
changes took place after 586 BCE, 
70 CE? What is the difference 
between Torah and Mishnah? Why 
did prophecy cease after 586 BCE? 
Can we still talk to God? Can we 
prove it?

Contemporary Radical Torah 
Commentary
Rabbi Gila Ruskin

Mondays, 10 - 11:30 a.m.
October 10, 17, 24, and 31 
November 7, 14, 21, and 28
December 5 and 12

Fee: $150 CAC Members;
 $175 Non-members
The traditional Torah commentaries 
that enrich our understanding of 
the text were all written by male 
sages from prior centuries. Come 
and explore the 21st century 
perspectives of the Women’s Torah 
Commentary and Torah Queeries, 
incorporating feminist, gay, and 
transgender interpretations of each 
parsha. Your eyes will be opened, 
your love of Torah increased.

RTC (Reclaiming the Center) 
with the ICJS (Institute for 
Christian & Jewish Studies)
Rabbi Ilyse Kramer and
Dr. Rosann Catalano, ICJS 

Mondays, 7 - 9 p.m. 

September 12, 19, and 
October 17 at Chizuk Amuno 
Congregation

September 26, October 3 and 10 
at Brown Memorial Woodbrook 
Presbyterian

Fee: $60
Register with ICJS, 410/494-7161, 
and pay them directly. 
Together, we will explore 
dimensions of the sacred and 
the holy, foundational narratives 
of sibling rivalry, distinctive ways 
we read and interpret our sacred 
texts, and our capacity to engage 
in sacred arguing.

Torah Reading
Dr. Moshe Shualy

Mondays, 7 - 8 p.m.

No Fee
Experience a great spiritual high. 
Learn to read and chant Torah. 
Success guaranteed.

Repairing the World: 
Text and Context 
Rabbi Ilyse Kramer – Coordinator

Mondays, 7 - 9 p.m.

Guest lecturers from New York, 
Washington, D.C., and Baltimore 

November 7, 14, 21, and 28 
December 5 and 12
January 9 and 16

Fee: $10
This eight session text study 
course, offered against the 
backdrop of the Timeline in the 
Hendler Learning Center, will 
explore the roots of the beliefs and 
halakhot that are the basis of the 
Jewish commitment to improving 
our world. We will examine the 
ways in which tikkun olam has 
always been shaped by the times 
and places in which Jews lived. 

This course is open to the entire 
community. This series has been 
generously funded by a grant from 
the Hoffberger Foundation for Torah 
Study.

“There is a time for silence 
and a time for speaking.”

Ecclesiastes 3:7
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Tuesday
Advanced Talmud
Dr. Moshe Shualy

Tuesdays, 9 - 10 a.m. 
No Fee
An advanced study of the text, 
history, and philosophy of the 
Talmud. Reading knowledge of 
Hebrew is not necessary.

Contemporary Radical Torah 
Commentary
Rabbi Gila Ruskin

Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11 a.m.

October 11, 18, and 25 
November 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 
December 6, 13 
Fee: $150 CAC Members;  
	 $175 Non-members
The traditional Torah commentaries 
that enrich our understanding of 
the text were all written by male 
sages from prior centuries. Come 
and explore the 21st century 
perspectives of the Women’s Torah 
Commentary and Torah Queeries, 
incorporating feminist, gay, and 
transgender interpretations of each 
parsha. Your eyes will be opened, 
your love of Torah increased.

Florence Melton  
Adult Mini-School – Year I
Sally Fink and Beryl Gottesman

Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:45 a.m.  
and 7 - 9:15 p.m.
See page 8 for a complete 
description and class dates.

Husbands and Wives  
in the Bible
Sally Fink

Tuesdays, 11 a.m. - Noon

October 11, 18, and 25  
Nov. 1, 8, 15, and 22  
December 6, 13, and 20

Fee: $150 CAC Members 
	  $175 Non-members
Marital harmony and conflict are 
as old as the Bible itself. We will 
explore the relationships of our 
Jewish fathers and mothers as we 
enter the world of God, family, and 
faith.

Visions of Meaning
Rabbi Ron Shulman

Tuesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
12 sessions
No Fee
What does Judaism teach about 
the condition of our lives? What 
Jewish beliefs and practices add 
significance to who we are and 
how we live? What Jewish ideas 
relate to our own experiences and 
perspectives?

Join Rabbi Ron Shulman in 
exploring these questions by 
studying important Jewish 
philosophers, classic codes of 
Jewish law, and other traditional 
and modern texts of Jewish lore as 
we seek visions of meaning for our 
lives rooted in the wisdom of our 
Jewish heritage.

Purpose 
November 29, Revelation 
December 6, Celebration 
December 13, Identification

Essence 
January 10, Time 
January 17, Intention  
January 24, Spirituality

Existence 
February 14, Love 
February 21, Alienation  
February 28, Happiness

Destiny

March 13, Afterlife  
March 20, Messiah 
March 27, Social Justice

The Core Prayers and Concepts 
of the Siddur
Rabbi Ron Shulman
Baltimore Board of Rabbis Adult 
Institute at Beth El Congregation

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. 

October 18 and 25  
November 1 and 8 
Despite different styles of worship 
in our various congregations, the 
core prayers and their meanings 
bind us together. What are those 
prayers? Where did they come 
from? What do they really say 
about God, humanity, and the 
world? Each week we will study 
and consider particular prayers 
in the Siddur discussing their 
meaning and usage in our personal 
lives and spiritual journeys.
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Wednesday
Art in the News
Dr. Susan Vick

First Wednesday of each month, 
11a.m. - Noon

October 5; November 2 
December 7; January 4
February 1; March 7; April 4
May 2
No Fee
A monthly look at the Jewish art 
world as reported in the press. 
This discussion group will focus on 
the exhibits, scholarly revelations, 
book reviews, obituaries, and 
other material that is relevant in 
the world of Jewish art and will be 
the gateway to in-depth discussion 
topics of the day.

AM Jewish Book Group
Judy Meltzer

Second Wednesday of each month, 
10:30 a.m. - Noon

See page 7 for a complete 
description.

Knit One, Learn, Too!
Miriam Foss and Judy Meltzer

Third Wednesday of each month
2 - 3:30 p.m.

October 26; November 16 
December 21; January 18 
February 15; March 21 
April 18; May 16

No Fee
We knit and/or crochet blankets for 
babies in Israel and in Baltimore. 
Each session begins with learning. 
Knitting instruction is available and 
everyone is welcome.

Made possible by the Harry 
and Jeanette Weinberg Gemilut 
Hasadim Endowment Fund

CONTEXT – Advanced 
Seminars 
The Flagship Program of the Institute 
for Jewish Learning of The Jewish 
Theological Seminary 
From Golden Age to Expulsion: 
History, Society and Culture of 
Medieval Sephardic Jewry
Professor Jonathan Ray, 
Georgetown University

Wednesday, 7 - 9 p.m., 8 sessions
October 26
November 2, 9, 16, and 30 
December 7, 14, and 21
at Chizuk Amuno Congregation

Tuition: $295 - Payment plans 
available. 
Register online only at 
www.jtsa.edu/context/registration. 

The history of the Jews of Spain 
represents one of the most varied 
and remarkable chapters in the 
history of the Jewish people. 
The goal of this course is to 
provide an overview of the nature 
and development of Sephardic 
(Hispano-Jewish) history and 
culture between Late Antiquity and 
the expulsion of 1492.

Context Advanced Seminars 
are designed for adult learners 
who have a strong background 
in Jewish history, thought, and 
culture. They are ideal for students 
who have completed intensive 
two-year adult Jewish learning 
programs but are also open to any 
interested individuals. All texts will 
be discussed in translation – no 
knowledge of Hebrew is required.

“The eye never has enough of seeing,
Nor the ear enough of hearing.”

Ecclesiastes 1:8
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Thursday
Jewish and Christian 
Theological Conversations: 
“Irreconcilable Differences?”
Rabbi Ilyse Kramer, ICJS Scholar
Rosann M. Catalano, Ph.D.,  
	 ICJS Scholar

Thursdays, 9:15 - 10:30 a.m.,  
21 Sessions

October 27; November 3, 10, 17 
December 1, 8, 15 
January 5, 12, 19, 26 
February 2, 9, 23 
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
April 19, 26

Fee: $300 CAC Members;  
	 $350 Non-members
Book fee: $25 (Books will be 
available the first day of class.)
In this course we will explore 
a number of basic theological 
questions that lie at the core of 
both Jewish and Christian religious 
traditions and can serve as a bridge 

for better understanding another’s 
perspective. Some questions 
we will discuss: Do Jews and 
Christians worship the same God? 
Do Jews and Christians read the 
Bible in the same way? What is 
the place of the Land of Israel for 
Jews and Christians? Is suffering 
redemptive? How do Jews and 
Christians understand sin and 
repentance? Living with the other: 
are the irreconcilable differences 
between Christians and Jews to be 
understood as a curse, a blessing, 
or both?

Florence Melton  
Adult Mini-School – Year II
Sally Fink and  
Rabbi Amy Scheinerman 
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:45 a.m.
See page 8 for a complete 
description and class dates.

Customs and Conversations
Rabbi Ron Shulman

Select Thursday mornings,  
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

November 10; December 8 
January 12; February 9; March 8 
April 12; May 10

No Fee
Over coffee and nosh, we’ll join 
in informal conversation. We’ll 
discuss what’s going on in the 
contemporary Jewish world and 
explore how to engage in the 
customs and celebrations of the 
upcoming month or season. 

Advanced Hebrew Reading
Helen Lewis

First and third Thursdays of each 
month, 12:30 - 2 p.m.

September 1 and 15; October 6 
November 3 and 17  
December 1 and 15  
January 5 and 19  
February 2 and 16  
March 1 and 15; April 19  
May 3 and 17

No Fee
Participants will read selections in 
Hebrew for discussion in English.

Talmud: Sex, Gender,  
and Sexuality  
in the Rabbinic Mind
Rabbi Amy Scheinerman

Thursdays, 12:30 - 1:45 p.m.,  
10 Sessions

October 27  
November 3, 10, and 17 
December 1, 8, 15, and 22 
January 5 and 12

Fee: $150 CAC Members;  
	 $175 Non-Members
What does our tradition say about 
sex, gender, and sexuality? The 
Torah – never shy about difficult 
topics – lays the groundwork for a 
Jewish view. Our Sages – also not 
shy about such topics – further the 
discussion in directions that may 
surprise you.

PM Jewish Book Group
Judy Meltzer

Thursdays, 7:30 - 9 p.m., 
 Twice per month
See page 7 for a complete 
description.
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Shabbat
Different Takes on Torah
Shabbat Lunch & Learn 
with Rabbi Ron Shulman

Once per month, after Kiddush 
Luncheon

December 17, January 21, 
February 11, March 10, April 21, 
and May 19
Following Shabbat services once 
a month, we gather to study Torah 
and the insights of traditional and 
modern Torah commentators.

Shabbat Afternoon Study
Dr. Moshe Shualy

Every Shabbat afternoon before 
Minhah

Time changes weekly

No Fee
In an intimate setting, we learn 
about the weekly Torah portion, 
holidays, and what is on your mind. 
There is no better way to conclude 
Shabbat. Come, join, and enjoy.

Jewish Book Discussion Groups
AM Book Group
Judy Meltzer

Second Wednesday of each month 
10:30 a.m. - Noon

September 14
October 12
November 9
December 14
January 11
February 8
March 14
April 18
May 9

Tuition: 
$40 per year, CAC Members; 
$50 per year, Non-members
Now in our 16th year, we enjoy 
lively discussions on Jewish short 
stories and novels, and occasionally 
a work of non-fi ction.

PM Book Group
Judy Meltzer

Thursdays, twice per month 
7:30 p.m.

September 22
October 6 and 27
November 3 and 17
December 1 and 15
January 5 and 19
February 2 and 16
March 1, 15, and 29
April 19
May 3

Tuition: 
$125 per year, CAC Members; 
$136 per year, Non-members 
We are beginning our 27th year 
of reading together. We meet 
every other week to discuss short 
stories, novels, and an occasional 
work of non-fi ction. Enrollment 
limited.

“Better a wise youth than an old but foolish king.”
Ecclesiastes 4:13
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A two year, 120 hour learning 
experience for adults who want 
to learn more about Jewish life 
and culture – past, present, and 
future. Students enjoy interactive 
text study in a friendly, pluralistic 
environment with experienced 
teachers. Please call Judy Meltzer 
at 410/824-2058 to talk about 
Melton and you.

Tuition:  
$515 per year, CAC Members; 
$615 per year, Non-members 

Year I
Sally Fink and Beryl Gottesman

Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:45 a.m.,  
30 Sessions 

September 20  
October 4, 11, 18, and 25 
November 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 
December 6, 13, and 20  
January 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31 
February 7, 14, 21, and 28  
March 6, 13, 20, and 27  
April 17 and 24 
May 1 and 8
Rhythms of Jewish Living: ideas, 
beliefs, and practices that define 
and shape our Jewish lives through 
life cycle, daily, weekly, and annual 
observances.

Purposes of Jewish Living: 
essential theological concepts and 
ideas as they unfold in the bible 
and other sacred texts.

The Florence 
Melton Adult 
Mini-School
A Project of  
The Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem

Year II
Sally Fink and  
Rabbi Amy Scheinerman

Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:45 a.m.,  
30 Sessions

September 8, 15, and 22  
October 6 and 27  
November. 3, 10, and 17 
December 1, 8, 15, and 22 
January 5, 12, 19, and 26 
February 2, 9, 16, and 23  
March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29  
April 19 and 26  
May 3, 10, 17, and 24 (Graduation)
Dramas of Jewish Living: 
existential issues in Jewish history 
from the biblical period to modern 
times, proving insights into our 
lives as American Jews.

Ethics of Jewish Living: ethical 
issues such as organ donation, 
compassion, abortion, and business 
relations presented against the 
background of classical Jewish 
sources.

“It is better to listen to a wise man’s reproof  
than to listen to the praise of fools.”

Ecclesiastes 7:5
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Chizuk Amuno Congregation
2012 Trip to Israel
Escorted by Rabbi Ron and  
	 Robin Shulman

For first time visitors to Israel and 
those who haven’t been to Israel in 
many years

June 17 through June 28
Join us!

Chizuk Amuno Congregation’s 
June 2012 trip to Israel will be 
a wonderful and unique travel 
experience. Our itinerary is 
designed for those who have not 
yet had the opportunity to visit 
Israel and for those who wish to 
return after some years in order to 
renew their bond with Israel.

Travelers may also choose to return 
home after our time in Israel, 
extend their visit in Israel, or—
after Israel—continue on to other 
destinations.

We depart Sunday June 17 via 
El Al Israel Airlines. We’ll travel 
throughout Israel as we discover 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ashkelon, 
Safed, Tiberias, the Golan Heights, 
Masada, and the Dead Sea visiting 
historical and religious sites of 
meaning and places of importance 
to modern Israel. We’ll also explore 
Israeli society and culture as we 
build our personal relationships 
with the land and people of Israel. 
Celebrating Shabbat in Jerusalem 
will be one of the many highlights 
of our trip.

Our travel agent is Abrams Travel, 
a local specialist in congregational 
travel to Israel. A brochure including 
itinerary, pricing, and logistical 
information will be available soon.

Contact the Rabbinic Office, 
410/486-6400, ext. 232 or jsimkin@
chizukamuno.org, to let us know of 
your preliminary interest. We look 
forward to traveling with you!

 

Caring For Yourself While 
Caring For Others
Led by Lou Jacobs, LCSW-C

Monday, November 14,  
Noon - 2 p.m.
This facilitated interactive 
conversation will cover some of 
the ups and downs faced by those 
charged with caring for loved 
ones. Understanding that care-
giving takes on myriad forms, the 
group will explore issues common 
to participants’ experiences, 
and discuss, in a supportive 
environment, useful strategies that 
care-givers have found for self-care, 
including developing a network of 
support and other ways to ease the 
stresses likely to emerge during 
this challenging phase of life.

Free and open to the community. 
Lunch will be served.

To register, please contact Miriam 
Foss, 410/486-6400, ext. 281.

Program made possible by the 
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Gemilut Hasadim Endowment 
Fund.

Let Us Say Amen
Rabbi Yaakov Chaitovsky 
Dr. Arthur Lesley 
Dr. Moshe Shualy  
Dr. Joyanna Silberg

Yom Kippur Afternoon, 3 p.m.

Shabbat, October 8
Each year on Yom Kippur we 
respond “amen” to many familiar 
prayers. But do we know what we 
are confirming? Spend an hour on 
Yom Kippur afternoon exploring 
the content of one of your favorite 
tefilot. 

Soup in the Sukkah with 
Ushpizim (Guests)

Sunday, October 16, 7 p.m.
Enjoy a bowl of delicious hot soup 
and crusty bread. Meet our special 
Ushpizim (guests), including Franz 
Kafka, who will step out live from 
the Hendler Learning Center 
Timeline, to tell their stories and 
speak with you.

Special Programs and Events

“Wisdom is more valuable than weapons of war.”
Ecclesiastes 9:18



10

Rabbi Israel and Mildred 
Goldman Memorial Lecture:
Are We Bound By The Binding 
of Isaac?
Dr. Ann Lapidus Lerner, 
 Jewish Theological Seminary

Sunday, December 4, 2 p.m.
The challenging and disturbing 
text of the Aqeidah, the Binding 
of Isaac has inspired and haunted 
Jews for millennia. We will explore 
some of the ways that it has been 
interpreted throughout the ages 
and what it may mean to us.

Glassgold Kallah:
America’s Relationship to the 
Ten Commandments
Jenna Weissman Joselit, 
Professor of Judaic Studies and  
 Professor of History
Director, Program in Judaic   
 Studies,The George Washington  
 University

Shabbat, February 24 and 25

Friday, Shabbat Dinner
From Mount Sinai to 
Main Street: America and the 
Ten Commandments

Saturday, Shabbat Morning 
Rock, Paper, Glass: 
The Visual Politics of 
the Ten Commandments

The Harold and Sybil Effron 
Memorial Lecture:
Meet Joey Weisenberg

Sunday, March 25, 2 p.m.
Musician, ba’al tfi lah, and 
danceband captain Joey 
Weisenberg will teach new 
melodies and lay out practical 
strategies for bringing communities 
together in song. Joey is a 
mandolinist, guitarist, singer, 
and percussionist based in New 
York City. He has performed 
and recorded internationally 
with dozens of bands in a wide 
variety of musical styles. Joey is 
the Music Director at Brooklyn’s 
oldest synagogue, the Kane Street 
Synagogue, and an artist fellow at 
the 14th Street Y’s Laba program. 
He was recently named to “36 
under 36” in The Jewish Week 
as one of 36 new and exciting 
innovators in Jewish life today.

This program is free and open to 
the public.

The Phyllis and Louis Friedman 
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend:
A Shabbat Experience 
with Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, DHL

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, April 27, 28, and 29
Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson holds the Abner & Roslyn Goldstine Dean’s 
chair at the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies and is vice president of the 
American Jewish University.

A cum laude graduate of Harvard University, he was ordained with honors 
at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America in 1988.

Rabbi Artson is a member of the faculty of the Wexner Heritage 
Foundation and the Wexner Graduate Fellowship Program. He has 
been a teacher for CAJE conferences and the UJC/Federation’s General 
Assembly. He is the author of numerous books and articles, including 
Jewish Answers to Real-Life’s Questions and The Gift of Soul: Spiritual 
Resources for Leadership and Mentoring.

Friday, Shabbat Dinner, Reservations required
Challenges and Opportunities Facing Conservative Judaism

Saturday, Shabbat Morning Services and Luncheon
Almighty, No Way! Loving the God You Actually Believe In

Sunday
Lessons Learned With My Autistic Son: Welcome Includes 
Everyone

Tikkun Leil Shavuot
A Night of Torah and Avodah 

Saturday, May 26 
Save the Date

Summer Camp for Adults

Monday - Friday, June 24 - 29
Save the Date

Cinema Under the Stars

Wednesday, August 22
(Rain date August 29)
Movie night in the Chizuk Amuno 
Courtyard 
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Course Selection Enrollment Form | Fall 2011
 Jewish History in Context: 

From Canon to Tradition

 Contemporary Radical
Torah Commentary, Mondays

 $150 CAC Members 
$175 Non-members

 Torah Reading

 Repairing the World: 
Text and Context 

 $10 

 Advanced Talmud

 Contemporary Radical 
Torah Commentary, Tuesdays

 $150 CAC Members 
$175 Non-members

 Husbands and Wives 
in the Bible

 $150 CAC Members 
 $175 Non-members

 Visions of Meaning

 Art in the News

 Knit One, Learn, Too!

 Jewish and Christian 
Theological Conversations: 
Irreconcilable Differences?
$300 CAC Members 
$350 Non-members

 Customs and Conversations

 Advanced Hebrew Reading

 Talmud: Sex, Gender, 
and Sexuality 
in the Rabbinic Mind

 $150 CAC Members 
$175 Non-Members

Jewish Book Discussion Groups
 AM Book Group
 $40 per year, CAC Members 

$50 per year, Non-members

 PM Book Group
 $125 per year, CAC Members 

$136 per year, Non-members 

Special Programs
 Soup in the Sukkah 

Please send your course selection enrollment form to: 
The Stulman Center for Adult Learning

Chizuk Amuno Congregation

8100 Stevenson Road, Baltimore, MD 21208

410/824-2055/8 • stulman@chizukamuno.org

Name                                                            

Address                                                   

City                                                   State            Zip             

Phone number                        E-mail  

Amount enclosed $ 

Stulman Center for 
Adult Learning
Adult Education Committee
Barry Isaac, Chair

Dr. Miriam (Mimi) Blitzer

Dr. Robert Brown 

Anna Davis

Barry Friedman

Margo Friedman

Dr. Edward Gratz

Dr. Adam Gregerman

Dr. Saul Gurney

Bruce Lewbart

Marsha Manekin

Dr. Antony Rosen

Andy Sandler

Charlee Sterling

Judy Meltzer, Director, Stulman Center 
for Adult Learning

Doris Tanhoff, Assistant
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